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Public Service Announcement

Effective Immediately: Increase to Baffin Island
caribou harvest

Start Date: August 13, 2026

End Date: June 30, 2027
Qikiqtaaluk Region, Nunavut 60 sec

The Government of Nunavut has accepted a decision of the Nunavut Wildlife
Management Board (NWMB) to increase the Total Allowable Harvest (TAH) of Baffin
Island caribou effective immediately for the 2026-2027 harvest season.

For the harvest period of July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027, there will be an increase from
550 to 6,000 tags for Baffin Island caribou. The increase reflects current population
information, all available scientific information and Inuit qaujimajatugangit presented to
the NWMB at their regular meeting on June 24, 2026, in collaboration with the
Qikigtaaluk Wildlife Board (QWB) and Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTOs).
This increase provides expanded harvesting opportunities for Nunavummiut while
ensuring the long-term sustainability of the Baffin Island caribou population.

There will also be incremental increases of 125 tags each following season beginning
with the 2027-2028 harvest season as directed by the NWMB. The previous non-quota
limitations restricting the harvest of female caribou to no more than 20 per cent of the
TAH and prohibiting the harvest of female caribou with calves, have also been removed.

Submission of harvest samples for Baffin Island caribou are no longer required or being
collected, including proof of sex. However, harvesters are required to report their
harvest to their local wildlife office or HTO. Additionally, harvesters are also encouraged
to immediately notify their local wildlife office of any suspected cases of sick wildlife.

Harvesters are reminded that harvesting Baffin Island caribou without an allocation
during the 2026—-2027 harvest season remains an offence under the Wildlife Act and
may result in enforcement action.

Under the Nunavut Agreement, allocations of the TAH are the responsibility of the



https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/consolidated-law/wildlife-act-official-consolidation
https://www.gov.nu.ca/en/media/8247

QWB.

Individual HTOs have the authority to allocate their share of the TAH to its members
and to regulate harvesting activities within their communities.

If any hunters want to harvest Baffin Island caribou, please contact your local HTO for
more information on allocations.
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Public Service Announcements are available in Inuktitut, English, Inuinnagtun and French on www.gov.nu.ca.
Kavamatkunnin Tuhaqtitaujukhat hailihimajun Inuktitut, Qablunaatun, Inuinnaqgtun Uiuitullu uvani www.gov.nu.ca.

Les messages d’intérét public sont disponibles en inuktitut, en anglais, en inuinnaqgtun et en frangais au www.gov.nu.ca.
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